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Tue Ricuts oF THE Mempers, 


Tbe veterinary profession consists of 2,812 
individuals all of whom are equally interested in the 
welfare of the Body Corporate. All are subject to 
the rules and regulations laid down by certain 
Charters and an Act of Parliament. From the 
establishment of the profession in 1844 to the year 
1886 all had equal rights and privileges. Every 
member might look forward to attaining such posi- 
tions of honour as examiner or councilman, presi- 
dent or vice-president. In 1886 all their rights and 
privileges ceased except to those members who had 
taken the Fellowship, a degree established by Royal 
Charter in 1876, The Charter of 1876 granted no 
new rights or privileges, it simply took away from 
the members all that they possessed except the right 
to practice and the right to vote in the elections for 
our representative governing body. The Fellows 
thus monopolised every position of honour. and at 
the present time this select body, numbering 193, 
rules the profession. 

The proposed Charter, now before the Privy 
Council, desires the restitution to every member of 
the right to sit on the Council, if thought worthy of 
such honour by his fellow practitioners. The mem- 
bers claim that this right should never have been 
taken from them. 

Against this claim the Fellows simply say “ You 
shall not share the position with us. We were 
given a monopoly by the Charter of 1876, we paid 
our money for the degree and all its privileges, and 
We mean to retain our position.” This line of argu- 
ment is based upon no abstract principles of justice, 
tO suggestion that it is advantageous to the pro- 
fession, and it does not deny that an injustice has 
been done. For the credit of our “higher degree ” 

We rejoice to say that a majority of the Fellows are 
hot inimical to the claims of the members, and that 

*y are willing to leave open to every one of us the 
Privilege of being eligible for a seat on the Council. 
The Charter which would grant this right is opposed 

4minority of the Fellows, and every move that 
selfich Ingenuity can suggest is being resorted to. 
he score of men who are opposing the 2,800 mem- 
oa. are not yet identified, but they are apparently 

and determined. The members have 

ny One weapon of defence—the annual vote for 
pissy they must use it if they desire to 
their birthright. This is a critical era in our 
Porno life. Firmness and unity now will ensure 

“tess. apathy or discord will as surely destroy all 
ce of restitution. The result of the pending 


“ection will win or lose the Charter. 


CANDIDATES FOR CouNCIL. 


On another page will be found a joint address to 
the profession signed by six gentlemen who very 
properly base their claim to support upon the one 
question of supreme import —approval of the proposed 
Charter. Following it will be found a letter in 
which Professor McUall reminds us that long ago he 
advocated the reforms we now wish, and that he 
accepts the Charter. This year there are seven 
vacancies to be filled, and we believe the profession 
will take care that seven men are elected who may 
be depended on to support the Charter on principle. 
Here are the names— 


Donatp, J. Wigton. 
Fraser, J. St. Albans. 
Heptey, F. Treland. 
Hart Lincoln, 


McCatt, J. Scotland. 
Merrick, J. H. Northampton. 
Simpson, J. Maidenhead. 


A Provup Positton. 


Horatius, the Roman hero, when he stood forth to 
oppose an army desired to have someone on his 
right hand and someone on his left. Sir Henry 
Simpson, with greater boldness, stands forth to 
oppose the veterinary profession single-handed. Is 
this heroism or egotism? The answer is not diffi- 
cult, and is made more apparent by a remembrance 
of the episode of Koch’s Tuberculin. Then as now, 
he acted single-handed. Then, through officers and 
equerries he communicated with Princes and 

onarchs; now, through the existing practitioner 
he desires to correspond with Members of Parlia- 
ment. Kindred spirits then supported him when 
he posed as the promoter of science; and plastic 
holders of “the higher degree” will now assist 
whilst he assumes the role of champion of the 
oppressed. 

The Roman soldier risked his life. The Windsor 
Knight risks nothing ; he plays the game of “ heads 
I win, tails you lose.” Victorious or defeated, 
Charter or no Charter, he stands to win—notoriety. 
Every innocent practitioner who is alarmed into 
sending his warning note to an M.P., introduces a 
possible client. Costs do not follow the verdict in 
this case, for whilst the Royal College may have to 
spend hundreds in self-defence, Sir Henry keeps up 
the fight with a few shillingsworth of circulars, 
even if he does not succeed in his attempt to make 
the College pay all the costs resulting from his 
protest. The position is a proud one—until it is 


understood. 
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THE RIGHTS OF “EXISTING PRACTI- 
TIONERS.” 


Tn the “ Protest,” which the ingenuity of Sir H. 
Simpson has manufactured as an obstruction to the 
granting of the New Charter, the rights of “ existing 
practitioners” are said to be menaced. What are 
these rights? Section XV. of the Act states them 
very clearly, “he shall be entitled, subject to the 
provisions of this Act, to be placed on a separate 
register under the heading of ‘“ Existing Practi- 
tioners,” without examination.” The limit of his 
rights is also stated thus: “No person registered 
under this Section shall be deemed to be a member 
of the said Royal College within the said Charters 
or this Act.” 


In other words the Act of 1881 gives to the exist- 
ing practitioner the right to practice and to call 
himself a Veterinary Surgeon, so long as his name 
is upon the register. 


By Section XVII. of the Act registration of exist- 
ing practitioners ceased in 1883, and no name can 
now be added to it unless perhaps by a special order 
of the Privy Council. 


The Register of Veterinary Surgeons is entrusted 
to the care of the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and provisions are made fur 
the manner in which names are to be added to, re- 
moved from, or restored to the lists. The Council 
has power to remove the names either of “ existing 
practitioners” or of members of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons from the register, but onl 
for specified offences. Only a very full meeting of 
Council can exercise this power, and the approval 
of a large majority (three-fourths of those present) 
is necessary. 


Against action so strictly guarded a further pro- 
tection to all registered persons is given by pro- 
vision for an appeal tothe Privy Council. This, we 
believe, is a fair‘and full statement of the rights of 
the existing practitioner. Where any of them are 
touched by the proposed Charter we fail to see. No 
man who has assisted to form the Charter ever 
dreamed that he was in any way about to harm the 
existing practitioner, and »0 man who has opposed 
the Charter has ever suggested such a possibility. 
There can be no objection to supplying every exist- 
ing practitioner with a copy of the proposed Charter 
should they desire to see it. It seems a very super- 
fluous thing to have to do, merely because one man 
has gone out of his way to misrepresent to them the 
effect of the Charter, but we may more safely trust 
to their intelligence than to his suggestions. ; 


The rights of the existing practitioner are few 
but definite. No M.R.C.V.S. wishes to curtail them. 
They are unaffected by the proposed Charter, but 
are likely to te a useful tool in the hands of any 
unscrupulous opponent who cares to take advantage 
of the unacquaintance with our proceedings of prac- 
titioners scattered over the whole kingdom. 


W. 


| day. 


{ 


CASES AND ARTICLES 


CASE OF PERICARDITIS. 
By F. L. Gooou, F.R.C.V.S. 


On February 3rd I was summoned by telegram to 
attend toa shorthorn bullock. Not being at home 
at the time, my assistant drove over and saw the 
animal, which was apparently suffering from an 
attack of acute indigestion. Pulse quick, tempera- 
ture 102, a peculiar grunt, refusing food, expression 
dull, An aperient drink was given, and a febrifuge 
draught left to be givenin the morning. I saw the 
case myself on the 4th, when the beast was much 
better, pulse 65, temperature 101, bowels acting 
freely, and the grunting had disappeared. 1 again 
saw the animal on the 8th, when there was an 
improvement. Pulse 60, temperature 100, faces 
rather hard, but passed in fair quantity, and had 

rtaken of some bran and cake, and drank about 
four quarts of linseed gruel. 

From the 4th I had administered morning and 
evening a drink consisting of vegetable tonics (tinct 
of gentian and zingib with sp. ammon aromat). 

On seeing my patient again on the 9th, I found 
the temperature had suddenly risen to 104, and the 
pulse had become wiry and much quickened. On 
examining for the cause of this sudden increase in 
the temperature, 1 found the heart affected, and 
could distinctly hear the movement of fluid in the 
pericardial sac. I gave him a drench containing 
potas: iodid. I left others to be given three times a 


10th. Temperature 103, pulse still quick and 
wiry, disinclination to move or to get up when in a 
recumbent position. The sound of the fluid in the 
pericardial sac was distinctly heard as soon as I 
approached the animal. Continued the potas: iodid : 
treatment. in conjunction with mild aperients. | 
informed the owner that I considered the case hope- 
less, but as it was a valuable animal he wished me to 
continue treatment. 

No particular change was noticed until the 12th, 
when the temperature had fallen to 101, and the 
movement of the water in the sac could only be very 
indistinctly heard, and the animal had partaken of 
some food. I was surprised to find the fall of 
temperature so marked, as I did not consider any of 
the other symptoms improved. 

13th. Temperature 101, animal scarcely able [ 
rise, anxious expression, pulse 90, grunting had 
returned. The animal died that evening at about / 


I was obliged to hold the post-mortem a 
difficulties, the owner having dragged the caroase 
the centre of a large field, and I had tu hold a 
examination during the violent blizzard, so | di 
not perform my work as I should have liked. ”- 
The pericardial sac was enormously disten * 
with fluid, and upon accidentally piercing it nf 
fluid spurted up to the height of three feet or = . 
I was sorry I could not measure it, put I shou 


think nearly two gallons of fluid of a straw colour 
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escaped. The pericardium was much thickened, and 


.the heart presented an appearance as if petrified, 


being very uneven upon its outer surface, and of a 
dark stone colour. I forwarded the heart with its 
appendages to Professor Axe, Royal Veterinary 
College. 1 could find no trace of needle, wire, or 
any other foreign body which might lead one to 
suppose the pericarditis was of traumatic origin, but 
from the symptoms of indigestion presented during 
the first few days with the absence of a pericardial 
interference, I think it must have originated 
traumatically. 

I should like to hear the opinion of some older 
member of the profession, but I well remember a 
ease which occurred in my father’s practice during 
my student days which presented exactly the same 
symptoms, and upon examining post-mortem a large 
sacking needle was found piercing the apex of the 
heart. Tne specimen was sent to Prof. Simmonds, 
aud I believe is at tho College now. 


HEART DISEASE IN HORSE, CALCIFICA- 
TION OF RIGHT AURICLE. 
By F, H. Reexs, M.R.C.V.S., Spalding. 


The animal affected was a very fast trotting 
horse, 15 years old, and about 15 hands high. My 
attention was first called to the case in great haste 
about a fortnight ago, when I was informed that the 
animal had been at work all day. and after being in 
the stable that evening had refused its food. Previous 
to my seeing it, the animal had been doing its 
regular work. 

The symptoms evinced were as follows :— 
Respirations very much increased, as if the animal 
had come in from a hard gallop ; distended nostrils. 
but no anxious or worried look about the eyes as 
seen in cases of pulmonary disease ; pulse impercep- 
tible at the jaw ; a distinct jugular pulse present ; 
the heart’s action very much accelerated, the impulse 
being strong and bounding, beating about 180 per 
minute, I administered stimulants in the form of 
Whisky and sp. arom. ammon., and ina short time 
the breathing became reduced to normal, but the 

continued to beat with great rapidity. 

On the following morning I saw the animal 
‘gain, it was apparently in good health, but had 
taken very little food. The jugular pulse was still 
Present, and the heart beating at the rate of 120 per 
on Respiration was normal, but when put to 

an exertion, it would become accelerated. 
wh er the lapse of a few days I called again, 

ean was present an cedematous condition of 
tion a pees sheath of the penis. Upon ausculta- 
in m ~ inkling sounds of the heart which are 

_ Ive of hydrops pericardii could be distinctly 
wie ae therefore seeing that the animal would 
pn able to perform its work again, I advised the 

have it destroyed. 
et making & post-mortem I found that the 
: ee considerably enlarged in proportion to the 

animal, that within the pericardium there 


was a considerable quantity of serous exudate some- 
what of a yellow colour ; that the whole of the right 
auricle had become calcified, which was the cause of 
the jugular pulse that was present. 

I forwarded the heart as a specimen to the Royal 
Veterinary College, where it is in the hands of the 
curator of the museum. 


DRY CHOKING. 
By J. MoGavin, M.R.C.V.S. 


I was called to an aged draught horse which had 
been brought from the field that day, and had 
received a feed of oats and chaff. He was a greedy 
feeder, and his molars were faulty. He stopped 
eating when half through his feed, saliva flowed 
from his mouth, he made unsuccessful attempts to 
swallow, also to vomit, and in doing so gave a half 
shriek or squeal. Tympanitis set in, and he seemed 
much distressed ; the oesophagus was swollen on the 
left side, and I diagnosed the case to be dry 
choking. 

As my experience was limited in such cases, and 
this being the worst I ever had, I taxed all my 
resources to reduce the obstruction. I rubbed the 
cesophagus gently and tried to manipulate the mass. 
Then tried to drench him with emulsions &c., and 
after several attempts at drenching he became 
violent and quite unmanageable. As the horse 
was close at hand I watched the case for several 
hours, gave medicated enemas, and relieved the 
tympany, and after five hours unsuccessful treat- 
ment I tried the following. I inserted the needle 
of my intratracheal syringe into the centre of the 
obstruction and injected cold water into the 
cesophagus. In the course of half an hour the mass 
softened and disappeared, and the horse has continued 
well ever since. 

As I have not heard of any such treatment, per- 
haps it may be useful to some fellow practitioner 
who may some day have such another case. 

[This treatment is novel and seems to be in accordance 
with common sense. Was there any previous dilatation 
of the cesophagus /—Eb. } 


COINCIDENCES OR WHAT ? 
By E. P. Epwarps, M.RB.C.V.5. 


I send you notes of five cases which have occurred 
in ‘my practice since March 6th, the date of the first 
of the series. ; 

(L.) March 6th, aged cow, due to calve, in good 
condition, went down day before and quite unable 
to rise. Quite hearty, able to turn from one side to 
the other without aid, partial motile power remain- 
ing, and frequent attempts made to rise. 

Pulse 46, but weak ; surface heat of extremities of 
body generally, natural ; internal temp. 12}; sensi- 
bility of limbs, normal. 


Treatment: Thick bed, cow packed in natural 


> 
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ereiee and turned periodically, restricted to soft 
iet, large purge, followed by ammon : carb: in 3j. 
doses. 

No change until the 9th, when she strained 
heavily to calve, but os uteri was quite closed. 
Gave chloral and smeared os with ext: belladonna. 

12th, feet of calf‘presented, head back ; delivered 
calf, and two hours afterwards she everted the 
uterus. Returned uterus, gave chioral, and later, 
injected uterus with hyd: perchlor: (1-2000). 

The day following the cow rose, ate well, and 
seemed hearty, but on the 19th began to strain, and 
is now in a bad way with septic metritis. 

Case 11. March 9th, two days after the advent of 
No. I. Called to see a very big cow, dropped fourth 
calf day previous, and the property of a dairyman. 

Hearty ; sensibility, surface temperature, internal 
temperature, and pulse normal, but quite unable to 
rise. 

Treatment as before, and hot salt bags to the 
loins. 

11th, cow up; restricted diet. Recovery. 

Case III. 13th, another very big cow, calved fifth 
calf the day before, and in splendid condition. 

Same symptoms, coupled with complete stoppage 
of milk, and great hardness of the udder, but no pain 
in it. 

Treatment as before, she rose on the 14th. 

Case IV. 16th, grand black Welsh cow due for 
fifth calf im about a fortnight, in good condition and 
a heavy milker. 

Similar symptoms, but this cow after first going 
down the day before, got up and stood for half an 
hour, tnen went down, and remaining so until next 
day I was called in. 

a treatment prescribed, and she got up on the 
18th. 

Case V. Jersey cow, calved two days before, went 
down in the morning, but in the afternoon when 
they endeavoured to raise her she got up on her 
hind legs, but seemed unable to make the final effort 
to get on all fours. 

All symptoms as before, but as in case III. the 
milk was in abeyance, and the udder hard, but not 
painful. 

Treatment: No purge, gave treacle with the 
ammon: carb: and on the 21st she stood up, and so 
far is doing well. 

In all the cases there was a tendency to torpidity 
of the bowels. 

Reviewing these cases as a whole, we find the 
temperature, pulse, and sensibility were practically 
normal in all of them, and the rapid recovery in all 
but the first case points to no serious lesion. Two 
occurred before calving, one of which remained 
down until after that event, and rose next day ; the 
Figs has not calved yet, and rose on the second 

ay. 

The three others occurred after calving. 

The surface temperatures of all were normal, the 
hind legs quite warm, which does not point to 
pressure on the iliacs being the cause of the muscular 
inability. 

Armatage calls these cases “‘Adynamia Nervrosa 
Generalis,” and Steel says of them that they “have 


been attributed to pressure of the uterus containing 
the footus on the post aorta, preventing the proper 
supply of blood to the hind limbs, and in some 
instances this seems to be the case ; but it often per- 
sists after calving, therefore it must be due to other 
causes.” 

“Of these the demands of the fostus on the 
nutritive material of the blood is considered to be 
one of the principal.” 

In the preceding cases the temperature of the 
hind extremities was natural or equable throughout, 
therefore in the two cases before calving pressure on 
the vessels is improbable as a cause. In the rest 
occurring after calving and all in animals well fed, 
young, and in good condition, neither that nor 
aberration of nutrition seem probable. 

In two of the latter the inability appeared to be 
intermittent, and in none of them did muscular 
power return until the bowels were freely moved. 

The hardness of the udder was a peculiar 
symptom, and was quite distinct from that natural 
tension due to lactation, for indeed the milk flow was 
in abeyance here, and its return was coincident with 
that of the power to rise. 

I attributed it to a passive congestion, consequent 
on some aberration of the vaso motor nerves or their 
ganglia, and the muscular inability strikes me as 
being due to a functional derangement of the motor 
nerves of the limbs following on shock, as Mr. 
McConnel has described milk fever as due to a shock 
to the verebral centre. 

With regard to the cases occurring in a series sv 
closely grouped together, it may be merely coinci- 
dence ; the varieties of atmospheric conditions were 
very diverse, from hard frost and snow, through fog 
and rain to the quite ‘summery ” weather of the last 
few days. 

It would be interesting, however, to me to learn 
whether others have met with cases, in groups 9 
otherwise, within the same period. 


THE OPPOSITION TO THE CHARTER. 


We have received a copy of the following circu- 
lars which appeal solely to: Fellows. 

Probably the replies will some day be available 
for comparison, and it will be interesting to know 
how many of the Fellows still refuse to allow Mem- 
bers to sit with them on our Council—this one 
privilege being now the sole question in dispute. 


Dear Sir, 
You are no doubt aware that the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has present 
a petition to Her Majesty in Council for a Supp!e- 
mental Royal Charter. 
In this Charter it is sought to deprive the Fe 
of the Royal College of some privileges held s . 
them when Members, by which they were 
the payment of fees, by study, and by the orde 
an examination, to obtain this degree. en 
May I request to be informed by you whet rok pal 
quiesce in this deprivation, or if you cons! e 
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step should be taken to represent the matter to Her 
Majesty’s Privy Council, with a view to some modi- 
fication of the terms of the Charter. 


An early reply will much oblige, and your name 
will not be published without your sanction. 


Believe me, dear Sir, 
Yours very faithfully, 


HENRY SIMPSON, 


Gorvon Houss, W1npsor, 
March 25th, 1892 


Sir, 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has pre- 
sented a Petition for a Supplemental Royal Charter. 
As it alters the arrangement made with you as an 
Existing Practitioner of Veterinary Surgery by the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881, it is as well you 
should know what was done then, and what is pro- 
posednow. In 1881, you were placed upon the Register 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and the Council of the Royal 
Colege of Veterinary Surgeons was invested with 
power to strike your name off the Register for 
breaches of professional conduct, and to make regula- 
tions for your future professional conduct. I was 
engaged in promoting the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Act; and I and all others interested would have 
been very pleased, in the interests of Existing Prac- 
titioners, to have inserted a clause limiting the 
Council to Veterinary Surgeons who had been a 
reasonable number of years in practice. The reason 
this was not done was, that a Charter had been ob- 
tained in 1876, by which no man could serve on the 
Council unless he was 26 years of age, and had been 
five years in practice, and had passed the Fellowship 
Examination. This secured a fair tribunal for ex- 
isting practitioners, and justice has been done. 


Now it is proposed to lower the grade and age for 
membership of the Council, and to allow men of 21 
years of age (or even less if the Council alter a bye- 
law) to sit in judgment on Existing Practitioners, 
and remove their name from the Register. (I may 
here remark that in the Medical profession no 
Person can be elected to Council who is of less than 
20 years’ standing in the profession). This is not 
all, for it is proposed to make new rules for your 
professional conduct, and these may prove harassing 
and Vexatious to you in your calling if not dealt 
with in a forbearing spirit by men of long and varied 
¢xperience in practice, 

If you desire to retain your position without 
wolestation, kindly answer the enquiries on the 


enclosed card, and post to me at once, as as there is 
hot a moment to lose. 


pte sum of £8,751 188, was paid by Existing 

por an in fees tothe Royal College in 1882, 

at int 8° Portion of that sum has been accumulating 
lnterest since that date. 


Yours truly, 
HENRY SIMPSON. 


Dear Sir, 

As a holder of the Fellowship Degree and one who 
desires it to remain a distinguishing mark, I beg to 
ask your opinion on the present agitation for and 
against the Charter. 

The privileges of Fellows are two-—the sole right 
to act as Examiner and the sole right to act as a 
Member of Council. The proposed Charter, if 
granted, will deprive us of one of these only. You 
will remember that the original proposal was to 
deprive us of both, and it may be acknowledged 
that such a course was shown to be the wish of the 
members by the result of last year’s election to 
Council. 

In the interests of this compromise, to stop further 
agitation and to prevent the waste of our Corporate 
Funds by prolonged expense before the Privy 
Council, I beg to ask your opinion as to the ac- 
ceptance or rejection of the proposed Charter. 

Shall it be opposed is the question, and I should 
be obliged by an answer on enclosed card. Please 
reply Yes or No. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN ATKINSON, F.R.C.V.5., 


Norr. ‘This circular I have sent to every Fellow 
ov the Register. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The undersigned beg to offer themselves as 
candidates for election as Members of Council, they 
base their joint claims to election upon an honest 
approval of the Petition for a New Charter, the 
various clauses of which they hold as necessary to 
the well being and progress of the profession. In 
the event of their being elected they pledgo them- 
selves to use their utmost endeavours to obtain the 
proposed Charter in the form in which it is now 
before the Privy Council. 


Jas. McCaut, Scotland, 

M. Heptey, Ireland. 

James F, Simpson, Maidenhead. 
Josern Donatp, Wigton. 

C. Hartiey, Lincoln. 

Jas. Fraser, St. Albans. 

T. H. Merriox, Northampton. 


THE ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 


We have much pleasure in publishing the fol- 
lowing letter from Professor McCall :— 
rk Sir, 
ae bes obliged to you and others for asking me to 
allow my name to be again brought forward as a 
Candidate ‘for Council honours, and I have pleasure 
in complying therewith. 
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As to my views, I imagine they are pretty well 
known, having years ago, and before the Charter 
was asked for —was even mooted—in a circular letter 
addressed to the profession, stated that I was on 
principle opposed to all dual appointments where 
there was no. necessity, and sympathised with the 
Members of the profession, who had taken from them 
privileges they enjoyed when admitted Members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Although such were my views I took no part in 
bringing the subject of a New Charter before the 
Council, and during my term of office as President 
of the Council, when the Charter was introduced, I 
abstained from either pushing it forward or holding 
it back; in short, I held the balance betwixt con- 
tending parties as I conceived, without prejudice or 
leaning to the one side or the other, but seeing the 
balance has honestly and fairly gone down as regards 
numbers (I express no opinion as to the tactics 
pursued by either side) in favour of a New Charter, 
now that I am out of office, [ go with it on principle 
and don’t hesitate in the least to say so. 

I am, yours truly, 
James MoCatt. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE NORTH OF ENGLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A special meeting was held at the County Hotel, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, on Friday March 25th, 1892. The 
President (G. R. Dudgeon, Esq.) in the chair. Present — 
Messrs. Nisbet, W. Hunter, Gofton, Hancock, Elphick, 
Aitkin, H. Hunter, A. Hunter, and J. W. T. Moore, 
Acting Secretary. Letters of apology were read from 
Messrs. Awde and J. E. Peele regretting their inability 
to attend. 

BUSINEss. 


1. To consider the forthcoming election of Members of 
Council. 
2. To nominate (if necessary) a Candidate. 
3. To select what Candidates and Associations shall be 
supported 

The Acting Secretary read the correspondence he had 
had with the Secretaries of the Border Counties, the Lan- 
cashire, and the Yorkshire Associations. 

The President read the correspondence he had had 
with Messrs. Hunting and Mulvey. 

After a protracted discussion in which all the members 
present took part, it was proposed by Mr. Elphick, 
seconded by Mr. H. Hunter and carried (one member 
dissenting) “That we do not nominate any candidate 
but that we loyally support those Candidates who are in 
favour of the New Charter. 

The Acting Secretary was instructed to inform the 
Secretaries of the three before mentioned Associations of 
this decision. Joun W. T. Moore, 

Acting Secretary. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES V.M.A. 


A a“ meeting of the Association was held in the 
Grand Hotel, Birmingham, on Friday, the 25th inst., 
under the presidency of F. W. Barling, Esq., to consider 


the question of nominating a candidate for Council, 
There was a fair attendance of members. 

After the Secretary had read the notice of meeting 
and communications from the Lancashire V.M.A., Sir 
Henry Simpson, Messrs. T. Greaves, W. Hunting, and 
H. Olver, a discussion took place as to the desirability 
of nominating a candidate. Finally it was proposed by 
Mr. Gibson, and seconded by Mr. Collett and adopted, 
that the Midland Counties Association should nominate 
a candidate for the ensuing election, and with a view of 
being adopted as the candidate, Mr. T. H. Merrick, of 
Northampton, was asked to state his views on the 
prominent questions of the day. 

Mr. Merrick in a clear and able address said he was a 
warm supporter of the New Charter, being in favour of 
restoring to members their right of being eligible fora 
seat on the Council; he was strongly against the dual 
appointment ; and if selected as the nominee he should 
endeavour to uphold the honour and dignity of the pro- 
fession, and do all in his power to promote its best 
interest and welfare. ‘ 

Mr. Gibson said he had listened to Mr. Merrick’s 
views with much pleasure, and he moved that Mr. 
Merrick be adopted as the Midland Counties candidate 
for Council. 

Mr. Wiggins seconded. The motion was put tu the 
meeting, and was carried unanimously amid applause. 

After some discussion as to joining with other Asso- 
ciations in securing Mr. Merrick’s election, the meeting 
adjourned. 

Mr. Tailby subsequently hospitably entertained the 
members at the Stork Hotel. 

H. J. Dawes, Hon. See. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was held in the North 
Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, March 4th, 1892, 
at 4 p.m. 

Mr. W. Awde, President, in the chair. There were also 
present Messrs. J. R. Stevens, H. Gelsthorpe, W. T. 
Briggs, and W. N. Dobbing, Darlington; J. E. Peele, 
Durham ; A. Peele, West Hartlepool ; G. E. Nash, Rich- 
mond ; Jno. Nettleton, Northallerton ; P. Snaith and J. 
G. Deans, Bishop Auckland; H. Roberts, Coundon. 
Visitors: Messrs. W. Hunting, London ; Clarkson, Reeth; 
G. J. Harvey, Darlington ; and Dr. Lawrance, Darling- 
ton. Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Profs. Axe, Walley, Williams and Thomas Greaves. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

‘fhe Secretary reported that acting under instructions 
received at the last meeting, he had communicated with 
the secretary of the R.C.V.S. and several members of 
Council with regard to the restrictions placed upon the 
use of methylated spirits by veterinary surgeons, 4? 
that the matter had been before the Council at the last 
meeting, and the solicitor had been instructed to com- 
municate with the Board of Inland Revenue on the 
subject. h 

Mr. Stevens also gave some further information on the 
same subject. ki 

A letter was also read from the College solicitor 4 ~~ 
for information respecting a person in the district - 
was endeavouring to get himself registered as an = we 
practitioner. One or two members promised to 0 at 
the desired information, and to communicate the res 
to the secretary. . 

Mr. Hunting then read his paper on “ eee 
Surgical Complication,” which was well received be 
present, most of whom took part in the discussio¥ 
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followed ; after which a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to Mr. Hunting for his kindness in having come so far, 
and in providing the members with such an interesting 


r. 
Pr. Hunting having replied, the meeting was brought 
to a close, after which the members had tea together in 


the hotel. 
W. Hon. Sec. 


THE BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A general meeting of this Society was held at the Bush 
Hotel, Carlisle, on Friday afternoon, February 12th, Mr. 
Howe, of Keswick, occupied the chair in the absence of 
the President, Mr. Pender, of Lockerbie, who telegraphed 
that he was unable to attend ; and there were also present, 
Mr. Donald, Wigton; Mr. Dawson and Mr. McKieg, 
Carlisle; Mr. Rutherford, Edinburgh; Mr. Campbell, 
Kireudbright ; Mr. Thompson, Aspatria; Mr. Garnett, 
Windermere; Mr. Leather, Liverpool: Mr. Anderson, 
Hexham; Mr. Coalis, Brampton; Mr. Croudace, Halt- 
whiette ; Mr. Bell, Brampton ; Mr. Macintosh. Dumfries ; 
Mr. Potts, Dalston; and Mr. Armstrong Penrith, the 
Hon. Sec. 

Toe New CuHarTeER. 


After the minutes of the previous mecting had been 
read, Mr. RurHerRForp asked if any reply had been re- 
ceived from the Council to the memorial which was 
sent to them from that Society. 

The Secretary:—The only reply I have had is a 
simple acknowledgment that they received the memorial. 

Mr. RutHEerrorp said that when a society like the 
Border Counties sent a memorial to the Royal College, 
the least the College could do was to take the matter into 
their consideration. There had been a meeting of the 
Council since the memorial was sent, and at t’.at meeting 


' the memorial should have been read, and a reply sent to 


that Society. The Council were treating their views 
with anything but deference, and he proposed that a 
reply be requested to the memorial. Mr. Macrinrosu 
seconded the motion. 

Mr. Donatp said he noticed from the proceedings that 
the memorial did come before the Council. 

Mr. Macintosn said that then the very least the 
Council could have done was to let the Society know 
what had taken place with reference to it. 

Mr, Leatwer said he had had something to do with at 

ist a dozen matters of this kind, and they never did re- 
celved any reply but an acknowledgment of the receipt 
of their letter, 

Mr. Donatp supported the motion, and said that if 
the Council had hitherto failed to do their duty, he did 
not see why they should allow them to go on in their 
old ways. 

= Leatuer :—I quite agree with you. 
litt r, RUTHERFORD said it showed the necessity for a 

.. nore business element on the Council. They would 
je received a copy of the New Charter, and he sug- 
* that now was the proper time to discuss it. 
LeatuER said that they would be stultifying 
Pei “y if they allowed the Charter to pass as it was at 
In particular, he objected to the clause 
nat Ng ow only is eligible for the position of 
me Garwerr said the Charter had now, gone so far 
sail poten be almost impossible to oppose it with any 
suggest * ©, no ”’)—and if that was the case, he would 
should seo representative on the Council 
e 
remodelled thoroughly. owship degree, so as to have it 


MactntosH said it was confiscation, and nothing 


short of it, to dennde the members of the power which 
they formerly possessed of being elected members of the 
Council, and he held that they ought to tight shis matter 
out to the bitter end. He had little doubt that if 
societies like that took the matter in hand, and went 
about it with energy, they would gain their point. 

Mr. RutHerRForD said they would not gain their point 
if the Royal College simply ignored their communica- 
tions. The New Charter proposed to restore to members 
the privilege of being members of Council, which Mr. 
Macintosh justly complained of having been taken away 
from them by a former charter; but there remained two 
other points which were not conceded. The first, and 
the most important, was that of the examinership. It was 
in his opinion a short sighted policy, and a policy which be- 
fore very long would lead to disunion in the profession, to 
debar members from the privilege of being examiners. 
There was an abundance of members who were equally 
fitted to be examiners as those who had the higher title of 
Fellow, and on that ground, let alone the fact that it was 
a matter of justice to restore to members the rights of 
which they had been deprived, he was entirely in favour 
of it being optional whether an examiner was a Fellow or 
a Member. They should secure the best men they could 
for the office, and he pointed out that the College had them- 
selves broken the bye-laws by appointing gentlemen as 
examiners who did not belong to the profession at all. 
The next point was as to the abolishing of what was 
called the dual appointment. It was thought that it was 
placing a man, who was a candidate for the examinership, 
in a position of temptation to sit him on the Council by 
whom the election was made; but he thought they would 
have sufficient trust in the members of the Council 
that they would not act from personal motives; if they 
did, they would have to come back to the members for re- 
election, and they could then deal with them. There 
was another light in which to look at this matter. Who 
were likelier to know what was being done at the ex- 
aminations than the examiners! Who, therefore, were 
more fitted to sit at the Council table and direct what 
should be done at the examinations ! 

Mr. Macrnrosu said he did not desire to do anything 
that would upset the Fellowship degree, but he thought 
that they should be able to elect the best men both for 
the Council and as examiners, whether they were Fellows 
or Members. 

Mr. Garnett said that it was a thing of the utmost 
importance that the students should be examined by the 
best men, and by leaving the Fellows that honour they 
held out some inducement for men to go in for the 
Fellowship degree. His opinion was that they should 
allow the Charter to stand, and enforce a thoroughly 
specialised examination for the Fellows. At the present 
time it was a generalised degree. They should overhaul 
the degree, make it a degree that was to be worked for, 
and let the reward for that work be the honour of having 
to examine the students. (Hear, hear, from Mr. 
Donald). 

Mr. Campsettsaid that when the Supplemental Charter 
was sent out some years ago, there was not a single pro- 
test against it, but no sooner was it passed than com- 
plaints began to be uttered. They had been constantly 
continued during the last six or seven years, and he was 
beginning to think that the principle motive for making 
them so often was jealous humbug. The Fellowship 
examination was established fur the better education of 
the profession, and was often to every member, he was 
sure some such examination was necessary before they 
could be satisfied that a member was competent to act as 
an examiner. As for the duel appointment, it was not 
right for members of Council to sit at the Board and vote 
for themselves as examiners ; but if the members kept 
away from their own election, he did not see how the two 


appointments could clash in the slightest. 
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Mr. Macintosn said he found no fault with the 
Fellowship degree, but he failed to see why they should 
deprive members of their rights to give dignity to the 
Fellows. It would have been a different matter if they 
had left the members where they are, and created new 
honours for the Fellows. 

Mr. Tuompson said he thought that it was a slur upon 
the members to be trampled over by a couple of hundred 
Fellows ; and that it was not square to have the duel 
appointment. 

Mr. RurnErrorp’s motion was then put and carried. 


New MemBers. 


On the motion of Mr. Donatp, seconded by Mr. 
THompson, Mr. Hewson was elected a member of the 
Society.—The following gentlemen were nominated for 
election at next meeting :—Mr. Lindsay, Dumfries, by 
Mr. Mackintosh; Mr. Campbell, Kirkcudbright, by Mr. 
Rutherford ;and Mr. Anderson, Hexham, by the Secre- 
tary. 

THe Late Mr. 

The SecRETARY announced that since their last meet- 
ing they had lost by death one of their oldest members in 
Mr. Tallentire, of Skelton. 

On the motion of the CuatrMaNn, seconded by Mr. 
MAcINTOsH, it was agreed that the Secretary send a letter 
of condolence to the family. 


Papers. 


A paper on “The Veterinary Surgeon,” promised by 
the President, was not read, owing to his absence. 


ALCOHOL, witd SpectaL REFERENCE TO THE EmpLoy- 
MENT OF METHYLATED SPIRIT. 


By J. Donatp, M.R.C.V.S. 


Recognising that the object in view is simply to 
initiate a discussion, I will not attempt more than to 
make these notes suggestive. 

In addition to its valuable therapeutic uses, if we except 
water, alcvhol is the most usefuland extensively employed 
solvent in medicine and pharmacy. In one or other of 
its forms it is used as the menstrum for extracting the 
active principles from a large number of vegetable sub- 
stances, as well as of dissolving resins. Camphor, tannic 
acid, balsams, the vegetable alkalies, and many inorganic 
substances, as iodine, ferric and mercuric chlorides, and 
mercuric, and nearly all deliquescent salts. It mixes 
freely with water in all proportions, with ether, acetic 
acid, and most essential oils. 

The term alcohol really belongs to a large class of 
organic bodies which are the hydrates of the organic 
radicals, and are analagous to the alkalies, which are 
hydrates of the metals. The term is however common] 
applied to rectified spirit, and it is this series to whi 
your attention is to be directed to-day. 

Rectified spirit or spirits of wine, i.e. the spirit 
obtained by fermentation from sacchrine fluids—the 
Spiritus Rectificatus of the British Pharmacopceia. 

Proof spirit, or Spiritus Tenuior of the Ph : and con- 
sists of five parts rectified spirit and three parts water.. 

Methylated spirit, or methylated alcohol, consisting of 
rectified spirit with 10 per cent. of wood spirit or 
vegetable naphtha added. Methylated spirit is not 
recognised by the Ph :, andas I shall hereafter point out, 
the law in my opinion clearly forbids that methylated 
sao shall be used internally for either man or 

east, 

That the addition of wood spirit to the rectified alcohol 
in the manufacture of methylated spirit does not sensibly 
alter its solvent or therapeutic effect will, I think, be 
admitted by all, and that methylated alcohol has been 
very generally employed in the production of Ph : pre- 


parations for veterinary use I think goes without saying. 
There never has been any difficulty in procuring methy- 
lated preparations from the wholesale chemists, and I am 
told the same is true in regard to the retail druggist, 
This state of things has been enjoyed ever since I have 
been connected with the profession, and for a very long 
time before that, and {am not aware than any proceed- 
ing have ever been instituted by the Inland Revenue 
Authorities against it. If it should come to be that we 
are compelled to use preparations made according to the 
B.P. it will entail a serious cost on the general practi- 
tioner, a cost which in many cases he will be unable to 
bear, and it will bea hardship upon stockowners by ren- 
dering their medicines more costly. 

The Somerset House authorities discovered that a 
serious leakage of revenue was ing place from the 
illegal use of this duty-free spirit. It is said that a 
practice has sprung up, chiefly in Ireland and Scotland, 
among the lower classes, of taking methylated spirit asa 
beverage. Consequently the department have issued a 
new order which practically came into effect on January 
1st, to prevent this loss by adding a small percentage of 
mineral naphtha to the ordinary methylated spirit, and 
have imposed greater restrictions on its sale by retailers. 
Mineral naphtha is that nasty smelling substance 
burnt by costermongers, and with which some of you 
may also be familiar in “ Cuff’s fly oil.”’ The object of 
this addition is to produce a fluid that will make a dis- 
agreeable smelling, repulsive tasted, milky looking mix- 
ture when mixed with water, that cannot be used as a 
beverage. 


GENERAL ORDER. 


INLAND REVENUE, 
Somerset Hovsg, Lonpon, W.C. 
20th July, 1891. 
ORDERED,— 

That the attention of the Officers of the Department 
be directed to the following Regulations which are to be 
observed with regard to, the preparation of methylated 
spirits for sale by Retailers :— ; 

1. An authorised Methylator must in the presence of 
the proper Officer of Inland Revenue mix with and dis- 
solve in all methylated spirits, to be supplied toa Retailer 
of methylated spirits for sale by him, a quantity not ” 
than three eighths of one per centum by volume 0 
mineral naphtha of a specific gravity of not less than - 
The mineral naphtha must before the mixing tot® 
approved by the Board, samples being taken and de : 
with as directed in Licence Instructions, page 6 

aragra h 4. 

New of requisitions have been prepared for 
taining methylated spirits for sale by Retailers, a0 rl 
Supervisors should apply to the Controller of Stamps 4” 
Stores for proper supply. 

2. Besential. oil flavouring matter must 
without the express sanction of the Comminsiond 
Inland Revenue, be added to or mixed with methy’ 
spirits. 

PS. A Retailer of methylated spirits must not Laps . 
have upon his premises for sale methylated spit! 
taining any essential oil or other flavouring matter, 
which mineral naphtha has not been dissolved. ante 

4. Inany case where methylated spirit for xo 
retail is supposed from its odour to contain — 0 
other flavouring matter, or where the spirit, y wee of 
ing clear when diluted with water, shows ae “Fe ‘he 
mineral naphtha, a sends a be forw 
Laboratory under the usual regulations. — ve 

5. A panes who has been authorised to rece 
methylated spirits for use in any art or man 
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carried on by him, whether he holds or does not hold a 
license as a retailer of methylated spirits, must obtain all 
methylated spirits from an authorised Methylator only, 
and in the manner directed by sub-section 4 of section 
124 of spirits Act, 1880. 

6. When in any case it is, from local circumstances, 
deemed desirable that an account should be kept by a 
Retailer of methylated spirits in accordance with the 
terms of the 126th section of 43 & 44 Vict. c. 24., the 
Supervisor should at once report the circumstances, and, 
if enjoined, the account should be in the following 


form :— 
Sprrit RETAILER’s Stock Account. 


Requisition, Permit. Account of Sales. 

AZ| Of |. Sei 
Date No, of Date what Gallons] Date ES 
Os & ain 16S 
Os 

| 


The present stocks of ordinary methylated spirits for 
sale by retail should be disposed of before the 1st 
January, 1892. The other Regulations specified are to 
be in force from the 1st September, 1891. _ 

A copy of this Order should be delivered to every 
authorised Methylator and every Retailer of methylated 
spirits, and a Memorandum must be entered of such 
delivery in the Store and General Register of the 


Station. 
By the Board, 


(Signature illegible), 
Secretary. 


Whether the small percentage of mineral spirit now 
proposed to be added will alter its therapeutic effects, I 


am not in a position to say, but the question is whether | 
wecan use it at all without breaking the law. The old | 


meth : spirit can still be obtaimed and used for certain 
purposes, but a written application must be made to the 
~ommissioners Of Inland Revenue for permission to use 
it, stating the purpose for which it is required. 


NOTICE 


TO 


Chemists and Druggists, and other Persons 
authorised to use Methylated Spirits. 


Regulations under 48 and 44 Viet., cap. 24, and 
53 Vict., cap. 8. 


43 and 44 Vict., cap. 24, sec. 130. 


1—Methylated Spirits may be used in the manu- 
ure of Sulphuric Ether, Chloroform, and Hydrate of 
oval, for use as a Medicine or in any Art or Manu- 
Meth; Plas no objection is made to the substitution of 
ry - Spirits for Rectified Spirits, in the prepara- 
of the Soap, Compound Camphor, Aconite, and 

: con Liniments of the British Pharmacopceia. 
of, Spirits, nor any derivative there- 
Chloral Pt Sulphuric Ether, Chloroform, and Hydrate of 
capable’ gt lawfully be present in any article whatever 
* elng used either wholly or partially as a 
sell or as a medicine, and no person can 
ve in his possession any such article containing 


*thylated Spirits or any derivative thereof, except as | 


aforesaid, under a penalty of £100 and forfeiture of the 

article with respect to which the offence has been com- 

mitted. 

43 and 44 Vict., cap. 24 sec. 131, and 53 Vict., cap. 8 sac. 
32, sub-sec. 3. 

3.—In any mixture of Methylated Spirits with gum 
resin, the quantity of gum resin in solution must not be 
less than 3ozs. per gallon; and no alteration can be made 
in such mixture or “ Finish,” except by the addition of 
gum resin, or colouring matter, under a penalty of £200, 
_and forfeiture of spirits and articles with respect to which 

the offence is committed. 
43 and 44 Vict., cap. 24 sec. 120 

4.—A person who desires to use Methylated Spirits 
in any process necessary for the production of Medicinal 
and other Extracts, in which no such spirits, nor any 
derivative thereof remains, must make special application 
to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue for permission 
to use Methylated Spirits for that purpose. 

Prescribed Regulation. 

5.—Essential Oil or other flavouring matter, must 
not, without the express sanction of the Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue, be added to or mixed with Methy- 
lated Spirits. 

6.—A person who has been authorised to receive 
Methylated Spirits for use in any Art or Manufacture 
carried on by him, whether he holds or does not hold a 
Licence as a Retailer of Methylated Spirits must obtain 
all Methylated Spirits from an authorised Methylator, 
and in the manner directed by Sub-section 4 of Section 
124, of the Spirits Act, 1880. 

53 Vict., cap. 8 sec. 33. 

7.—lf any person authorised to use Methylated 
Spirits shall not observe any prescribed regulation, he 
shall in addition to any other fine or liability incur a 
fine of £50; and, if any person licensed to use a still or 
retort is convicted of an offence in relation to Methy- 
lated Spirits, the Commissioners may suspend or revoke 
hls licence. 


It is I believe a very generally-held view among veteri- 
nary surgeons that it is legal toemploy methylated spirits 
internally, and make preparations with it for internal 
use, but a consideration of Regulation 2 that I have 
just read may somewhat shake that opinion. 

It appears to me perfectly clear that it is illegal to 
employ methylated spirit internally—either the ordinary 
or mineralised spirit—even among animals. In order to 
set the matter at rest, and for mutual protection I would 
suggest that this society state a case, and ask the opinion 
of the Inland Revenue authorities, and that all the mem- 
| bers receive immediate notice of theirdecision. It is too 
'serious a matter to be allowed to stand over, and it is 
/reported in the trade journals that the Inland Revenue 
officers are on the alert to discover the misuse of meth : 
spirit in animal medicines, one of the articles enquired 
for being a “ colic draught for a cart horse.” I would 
also call your attention to the fact that The Chemist and 
| Druggist in a recent leader calls attention to the general 
use of meth : spirit by veterinary surgeons, and expresses 
a hope that the Inland Revenue officers will satisfy them- 
selves that pure spirit is invariably used by Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

If the Inland Revenue authorities decide that we can- 
not legally employ meth: spirit internally, and are not 
prepared to concede its use, then what is our position ? 
I would propose that we band together and urge our 
Council to prepare a “Veterinary Pharmacopoia 
adopted to the requirements of the veterinary practitioner. 
It is a positive disgrace that our profession has no official 
Pharm: but are dependent ou the B.Ph: and other 
authorities for our preparations which are often un- 
rily complex and expensive and most inconvenient 


necessa 


A 
{ 
of 
BLP y 
| 
agit 
Ab 
| 
| 
t = 7 
d 
, 
d 
aii 
l- 
y Ly 
I 
of 
e 
tty 


530 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


April 2, 1892. 


for veterinary use. Had time permitted I might have 
reviewed the B.P. and shown how ill adapted it is to 
serve the requirements of the veterinary surgeon. I 
think our Council might more profitably employ their 
talents and funds in the production of a Veterinary 
Ph: than many things they take in hand. 


Mr. Dawson, who opened the discussion, complimented 
Mr. Donald upon his paper, and said the suggestion 
which he made, that a case should be stated to the Inland 
Revenue anthorities, should be acted upon. 

Mr, Garnett said this matter was up before the 
last Council, and he thought that they decided that veteri- 
nary surgeons were acting legally in using methylated 
spirit internally. 

Mr. Donatp said that the Solicitor said he did not 
think that the Spirit Act applied to veterinary surgeons, 
but the Council decided to ask the opinion of the Inland 
Revenue authorities upon the matter. He di 
with the Council’s Solicitor and did not think it 
would be wise to wait until the next Council meeting, as 
some veterinary surgeons might be involved before then. 

Mr. LeaTHER said two had been within the last month. 
The use of methylated spirit internally was not legal, 
and, as Mr. Donald had pointed out, the way the Inland 
Revenue were trying to trap veterinary surgeons was by 


obtaining samples of the medicines which they sent out. 


Mr. RutHERFoxp said the matter was not of much 
importance to the general practitioner, but more con- 
cerned the man who had a druggist’s shop in connection 
with his business. The general practitioner used very 
few tinctures for internal use, and they would be cutting 
things down very fine if they found any great difference 
between the cost of methylated spirit and the rectified 
spirit. It would undoubtedly affect those who went in 
for selling prepared medicine, but if he knew anything of 
the profits of that business, the persons engaged in it 
could very well afford to substitute rectified for methy- 
lated spirit. Hisimpression was that methylated spirit 
had a rapidly depressing effect upon the horse, following 
the period of excitement—much more than a pure 
spirit had, 

Mr. CampBE.L (Kircudbright) said there was no Act 
of Parliament attacking veterinary surgeons. The Spirits 
Act did not specially prohibit a veterinary using methy- 
lated spirit and he therefore contended that they can 
legally employ it. He thought the quieter we kept our- 

ves the better, we were only playing into the hands of 
the Pharmaceutical Society. There was no difficulty in 
procuring any quantity of the spirit. All they had to 

o was to get a permit from the local Excise officer and 
fill it up that you require it for use in the preparation of 
veterinary medicines. He had so obtained a supply only 
the week previous to the meeting. 

Mr. MacintosH said the question was not how we 
could best deceive the Revenue Officers but can we 
legally employ methylated spirit. He was perfectly 
clear that they were within the pale of the law if they 
used this spirit for internal purposes. 

Mr. ARMsTRONG proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Donald for his paper, and that it be sent to the 
Journals, 

Mr. THomPson, in seconding the motion, said they 
might well ask the opinion of the Inland Revenue, as 
eaganeted by Mr. Donald, seeing that no ill effects had 
followed the use of methylated spirit, and it was a great 
saving to the practitioner. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. Donatp, in returning thanks, said it was of very 
great importance that this point should be cleared up, 
and they should not be caught napping. He eutindy 
disagreed with Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Campbell as to 
Tectified spirit being superior to methylated spirit for 


either internal or external use or as a solvent, and he 
challenged either to show that it was any better, and sug- 
gested that the depressing effects spoken of might be due 
to the employment of a 64 per cent. over proof meth: 
spirit in the same doses as ordinary spirits which were, 
as arule, under proof strength. The difference in the 
cost of the two spirits was also something very considera- 
ble to a country practitioner, especially in cattle practice, 
He was quite unable to understand the authority given 
to Mr. Campbell by the Inland Revenue officer. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, on the motion of 
Mr. Mackintosh, brought the meeting to a close. 


The question has since been submitted to the Inland 
Revenue department, and they have replied : 

“Tt is not lawful for any person to receive ordinary 
methylated spirit without the Board’s sanction, and 
veterinary surgeons must have the Board’s authority to 
employ it in every preparation in which it is used.” 

JouN ARMsTRONG, Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


MEDICAL. ETIQUETTE.—IMPORTANT 
JUDGMENT, 


In the Court of Appeal on Tuesday, March 22nd, 
the Master of the Rolls, Lord Justice Fry, and Lord 
Justice Lopes heard the case of Partridge v. The 
General Council of Medical Registration of the 
United Kingdom, .It was an application of the 
plaintiff, who is a dental surgeon, for judgment ora 
new trial on appeal from the verdict and judgment 
at atrial before Mr. Justice Denman and a special 
jury in February. The action was brought against 
the defendants on account of their having taken the 
plaintiff's name off their list on account of certain 
disgraceful acts on his part—namely, advertising 
his business contrary to the rule of the profession. 
Mr. Willis, Q.C., argued that there was nothing dis- 
graceful in a man advertising his business. 

The Master of the Rolls: If all the members of 
an honourable, profession agreed not to do so, It 1s & 
dishonourable and ungentlemanly thing for one of 
them afterwards to do so. y 

Counsel said there were hundreds of dentists who 
did it. 

The Master of the Rolls : Then they are all doing 
id 

The Master of the Rolls, in giving judgment, 84 
the appellant, in joining an honourable a 
registered profession, privileged by Act of _— 
ment, must abide by its rules. He had previous!y 
been in a similar body in Ireland, and — 
taken action against him for advertising, holding 
that it was disgraceful conduct. He had pee 
not to do so again, and yet admitted that a ~ 
since spent £10,000 in advertising. He (the 
of the Rolls) held that it was not fair or gentlem ud 
to advertise in the medical profession. It = _ 
the same in the legal profession. If anyone — 
tised his superior talents, his superior 
or that he did his advocacy cheaper than ot eo 
would say that such a thing was not i 
or honourable to the other members of the aber oo 
The thing itself was monstrous. He wo 
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stop to make another observation beyond saying 
that it would be so disgraceful that such a one ought 
to be disbarred. It was now clear from the evidence, 
that after he had been warned by the Irish society, 
and promised not to advertise in future, he had 

nt large sums, and therefore from the evidence 
pHi it was clear that no mandamus could go, unless 
there was some other fault to be found with the 
proceedings. It was urged that a mandamus ought 
to go because the finding of the Committee was 
contrary to natural justice, inasmuch as the appellant 
was not present to state his case. It was idle to 
urge that in face of what really was the case. He 
was written to and told that if he appeared he would 
be heard; but he chose to keep away ; therefore 
such a contention would not hold water. 

Lord Justice Fry said Mr. Partridge had habitually 
and wilfully broken the undertaking into which he 
entered on receiving his diploma. ‘That was dis- 
graceful conduct in his lordship’s opinion. He said 
nothing as to whether advertising was or was not 
disgraceful conduct. That point was not before the 
court. His lordship concurred with the judgment 
of the Master of the Rolls. 

Lord Justice Lopes also concurred in the judgment 
of the Master of the Rolls. The evidence was such 
that the Medicat Council not only could, but should, 
have found Mr. Partridge guilty of disgraceful 
conduct in a professional respect. 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed. 


— 


IS INFLUENZA ETIOLOGICALLY DISTINCT 
IN MAN AND ANIMALS? 


Sim, — At a meeting of the Epidemiological 
Society, held on February 17th, the above question 
was asked by Dr. R. Sisley. who, if one is to judge 
by the abbreviated record of the proceedings, 
received a somewhat vague answer. Early in the 
winter of 1890 I received information of an exten- 
sive outbreak amongst the horses in London, and 
When it travelled towards the town of Woolwich I 
took steps to gain early information of its arrival. 
By this means I was able to warn the military 
authorities of its approach, and to suggest that the 
horses of the Army Service Corps would in all 
probability become the first victims, from the nature 
of their duty, which took them daily into the town. 

y surmise proved correct. ‘Ihe outbreak was 
treated by segregating the animals. For this pur- 
Pose two blocks of unoccupied stables were handed 


over to the veterinary department; one for an infir- | — 


mary, the other for a convalescent depot. 
At & meeting on the 17th,several speakers sought 
t information, which I will endeavour to give, 
data ckiefly collected during the above out- 
me Dr. Willoughby inquired whether the spleen 
nthe lower animals was specially affected. In 
orses, the spleen is generally somewhat enlarged, 
ough not invariably, but it is firm, and macro- 
Scopically shows no specific lesions. One attack 
died " confer immunity ; most of my fatal cases 
of pleurc-pneumonia or of acute diarrhoea. 


Some others succumbed to pneumonia when con- 
valescent from influenza, 

I think it is highly probable that cats convey the 
germs of human inflnenza from house to honse, but. 
I have no data to show that cats suffer from human 
influenza, As distemper in dogs presents many 
symptoms which are closely allied to those of 
influenza, it might be worth while to ascertain if 
dogs are subject to human influenza, and vice versa ; 
but Iam by no means prepared to assert that there 
is anything (beyond some of the symptoms) in 
common between the two diseases. My present 
experience does not lead me to suppose that man 
acquires influenza from horses. 

An outbreak amongst the horses of the Army 
Service Corps at Woolwich appeared about November 
17th, 1890, and ceased about May 13th, 1891, 
During this period 313 cases passed through the 
segregation infirmary ; of these, 11 died. 

I took particular care to watch the men who 
nursed the horses to ascertain if they caught the 
disease; none of them showed any symptoms. I 
carried theinvestigation a little further, and inquired 
of Colonel John Warren, M.S., who commanded the 
medical staff, if any cases had happened during the 
winter of 1890.91, and whether the severe outbreak 
amongst the men in the early part of 1890 could be 
traced to horses. He was kind enough to send me 
the following reply, dated April 1Uth, 1891 :— 
“'There has been no influenza among the troops in 
this garrison during the past twelve months, and I 
have no reason to believe that during the epidemic 
of influenza in January, 1890, any cases were con- 
tracted from horses.” I may add that during the 
January outbreak alluded to no horses suffered from 
inflnenza. 

With regard to Dr. Clemow’s remark “ ........ and 
feeling the want of scientific discrimination amongst. 
veterinary surgeons,” I imagine that the thinking 
members of the medical profession, who have 
attempted to investigate influenza or a few other 
diseases that I c.uld name, appreciate the truth of 
the old proverb, which I commend to Dr. Clemow’s 
consideration : “It is unwise for those who live in 
glass houses to throw stones.” 

I have collected the charts, etc., of some 200 
cases of equine influenza, and I have a hundred 
slides of the blood and of the organs of horses which 
have died of influenza; these, with any other infor- 
mation I can give, are at Dr. Sisley’s disposal if he 
thinks they will assist him in his work.—I am, etc., 

F. Raymonp, F.R.C.V.S.. ete. 
Brit: Med: Journal. 


CATTLE DISEASE. 

In the House of Commons on Monday 28th. ult.— 

Mr. Coss asked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture when the promised new Order would be 
issued with respect to districts infected with the 
foot-and-mouth disease. to meet, as far as was 
practicable and safe, the convenience of farmers by 
permitting beasts to be sent to the Metropolitan 
markets under proper restrictions. 
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Mr. Cuaputn said that beasts could be sent now 
to the Metropolitan markets from any districts of 
England and Wales, except Sussex, Kent, Surrey, 
Cheshire, portions of Essex and Westmorland, and a 
part of Lancashire, which he had been obliged to 
close that morning, and from districts other than 
those infected in Scotland. He hoped the new 
Order to which the hon, member referred would be 
issued in the course of the present week. 


The late Mr. A. Clark. 

Mr. Andrew Clark, V.S., Whithorn, a much es- 
teemed citizen succumbed early 'I'bursday, 
March 17th, to an attack of influenza. He was 
apparently quite well eight days ago, and took part 
in the Rev. Mr. Fleming’s jubilee celebration on the 
9th instant, and the following evening was present 
at a lecture in the New Town Hall. The news of 
his unexpected decease therefore came with start- 
ling effect upon the community. A graduate of 
Glasgow Veterinary College, and holding the degree 
of M.R.C.V.S., he settled in Whithorn quite a youth 
about twenty years ago, so that he had not yet 
attained to middle age. His practice was extensive, 
and his skill acknowledged to be excellent. Unit- 
ing the frankest and kindliest disposition to profes- 
sional firmness and skill, he soon became a favourite, 
and has regretfully passed away, esteemed by a host 
of friends, A widow and nine children are left to 
mourn a tender husband and father.—Galloway 
Gazette. 


Glanders. 


James Margetts, of Kingsland Road, London, N., was 
summoned for having a glandered horse in his stable 
without having given the usual notice to the authorities ; 
and Edwin James Matthews, of Hertford Road, Kings- 
land, for causing the animal to be led through the public 
streets contrary to Statute——Mr. Roberts, for the Lon- 
don County Council, prosecuted, and called Mr. John 
King Shaw, F.R.C.V.S., who stated that the animal was 
very advanced in the disease and dangerous to man and 
beast whom it might come in contact with—Both De- 
fendants pleaded iguorance.—Mr. Roberts said that this 
was not an isolated case, as many diseased animals were 
bartered about and thus escaped detection—Mr. Corser 


SIR HENRY SIMPSON’S VERACITY. 
1R, 

Amongst the curious collection of Charter literature 
ae published in last week’s Record was “a proposed 
etter” signed by Sir Henry Simpson. In that letter 
he relates a little anecdote concerning his action in help- 
ing to obtain for the profession the Act of 1881. I feel 
certain that every practitioner will be very grateful to 
Sir Henry if he really prevented the Act from being 
“swamped.” Very few individuals possess the power to 
prevent the swamping of an Act of Parliament by a 
timely explanation, and it seems a pity that the Mr. 
Henry Simpson of those days was more loyal to the pro- 
fession than the Sir Henry Simpson of to-day. Does 
the profession really owe to Sir Henry the successful 
assistance he claims? His statement is “A hostile 
amendment which would have swamped our Act was met 


by my pointing out to an opponent in Parliament that 
the interests of the Existing Practitioners were safe- 
guarded, inasmuch as the power to remove names from 
the Register could only be exercised by a Council con- 
sisting of men who must be at least 26 years of age, and 
not less than five years standiug in the profession as 
bond fide practitioners, which 1 submitted was a proper 
and responsible tribunal. 

If Sir Henry ever made such a statement as this in 
1881 he did an injustice to himself in making it public 
last week. Such a statement to a Member of Parliament 
was particularly unfortunate, for as a Member of Council 
he must have known he was not saying that which was 
correct. It was only in 1886 that the Ninth Clause 
came into action and necessitated every member of 
Council being 26 years of age. At the date on which 
Sir Henry says he influenced the M.P., and for five years 
later, his statement of necessary age was untrue, and 
his “ proper and responsible tribunal ’’ was not a necessity, 

Possibly Sir Henry Simpson’s memory has failed him, 
and his statement in 1892 is one of those acts of unconscious 
cerebration for which allowance may be made. The 
alternative is that his statement in 1881 was really made 
to an M.P., and if so he made a statement which was not 
in accordance with the true state of things. 

I hardly know which alternative to accept and should 
be glad of some guidance in the matter.—Yours — 

ERAX. 


THE AGE OF OUR MEMBERS OF COUNCIL. 


“The protest against the New Charter seems to depend 
very much upoa the supposition that our Council may 
some day consist of men of 21 years of age. _Is such a 
stupid assumption seriously put forward? Every one 
knows such a thing cannot happen. But, Sir, suppose 
we had one such juvenile amongst the 30 Members— 
what harm could he do? His getting there would be 
evidence of a cleverness quite phenomenal and he would 
undoubtedly be a great man. Was Pitt the younger 26 
when he became Prime Minister? How old was Napoleon 
when he conquered half of Europe? Has our Parlia- 
ment an age limit? We select our Council by their 


brains, not by their age, and we never shall elect re 


THE CHARTER AND THE ELECTION OF 
COUNCIL. 

SIR, I 
I hope I may be wrong in thinking the Members ( 
mean the Members, not Fellows) are rather luke-warm 
about the coming election. It ought not to be forgotten 
that for every Fellow in the profession there are 14 pen 
bers, and that until the proposed Charter is granted, * 
one of the latter can sit on the Council. We have y 
one means of defending ourselves, and that is by “an 
solidly for meinbers of Council who will give us oo 
assistance to regain the common right of every ““— i. 
Considering the determined opposition which | <e by 
Simpson is now conducting, and which is assis abe 
some of the Fellows, we must all unite in rare on 
Although our hands are tied oy the Charter : wad 
can still make a fight for liberty, and we shall be 
ful if united. If we do not work together we 


beaten.— Yours etc., ‘A MEMBER. 


held over. 


Several communications are unavoidably 


Communications, Books, 


e8, 
H. Simpson, Messrs. F. Hobday, H. Barett, H. J. Daw 


J. Armstrong, J. W. T. Moore, H. Thompson, *- 
“Norfolk,” ‘Evening Herald” (Dublin). 
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